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Danes House was a historical building that stood in Burnley, Lancashire, England, and was the 
home of the Folds family for centuries. It is believed to have been built in the year 1500, and 
there is evidence of a Richard of the Folds tenanted a farm called "Dansey Erse" on the same 
site as early as 1440. Members of the Folds family seemed to have had domestic difficulties 
throughout the years, including boundary disputes and family obligations, but they remained in 
the house until it was demolished in 1886. 

Danes House was a two-storey building of gritstone, shaped like a letter "F", with two gables 
and no central position. Its mullioned windows were low and square-headed, and the roof was of 
stone slates. However, in 1886, the local authority decided that Danes House did not meet 
modern standards and consequently, it was demolished, being replaced by a factory. 

The Folds family occupied Danes House until the time of its demolition, and the housekeeper 
had an interesting story to tell about it. One night, as she was escorting the family children to 
bed, she saw what she believed to be a dark-skinned man move across the corridor in front of 
her. She raised the alarm, but a search of the upstairs rooms revealed nothing. Nevertheless, the 
poor woman could not be convinced that her imagination had not played her tricks. 

Today, there is little left of Danes House except for historical records and stories. It serves as a 
reminder of the Folds family's presence in Burnley and the town's rich history. 


By Donald Jay 


